










Time goes by real fast, yes I am looking to be 
nominated for understatement of the year. While 
writing this brief note I was reflecting on how long I 
have been involved with Dreams and how the months 

have morphed into years. It just seems like yesterday 
that I was being given a tour of Elaine's home, the 
original birth place of Dreams. I recall that every 
corner of her home was dedicated to the programs 
that she and Michelle poured themselves into for the 
development of their members. With tears in her eyes
she told me her story and her dream for the future of 
this fabulous organization that is dedicated to 
ensuring that no human beings are marginalized in 
any way.  I caught her passion that day and made a 
commitment to help out any way I could. While we are
not quite where we want to be we have come miles 
from that original meeting because so many incredible 
people have embraced the dream. Our board, staff, 
volunteers and community have given so much and 
our members continue to thrive as a result. Our 

programs, location and resources are all significantly 
better because of all of you. Plans are in the works to 
secure a new permanent location and we hope to 
start a building fund soon. Our key fundraising events, 
the Festival of Trees, Spaliday and Antique Car Show 
are becoming 'must attend' events in Markham and 
will be key in helping us meet our goals. Yes, time has 
gone by fast and we have changed, from better 
facilities to a higher profile, we are not the same little 
charity we were many years ago. One thing that 
hasn't changed however is the burning desire to make 
the world a better place for those with developmental 
challenges. With your continued support we know we 
can make a difference. My heartfelt thanks for all you 
do.
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Highlights of 2009






















